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Notes on the Death Penalty
Sentencing Report for Taiwan

Tzu-Wei Lin
Legal Director, Taiwan Alliance to End the Death Penalty

Abstract

This article details the background of The Death Penalty Sentencing
Report for Taiwan and discusses a series of important discoveries made
about the report. For the purpose of this article, a working group discussion
with Taiwan Alliance to End the Death Penalty (TAEDP) was undertaken.
The article gives the reasons for writing the article, what preparations were
made in advance (including establishing a workshop and a small working
group on death penalty sentencing) and what difficulties and obstacles were
encountered during the writing process.

In the closing section of the report, the writer sets forth the results of the
research and offers the following suggestions:

1. The implementation of the death penalty ought to be stopped.

2. Sentences ought to completely respect the verdict of the courts.

3. Death penalty sentences, without exception, must be agreed on by all
judges in order to be delivered.

4. A lawyer must be present with the defendant through all stages of the case
- from initial investigation to the court room.

5. Death penalty cases that violate the ICCPR should be open to special
considerations.

6. Laws to protect and conserve evidence should be immediately examined
and new laws should be established if required.

7. The government ought to make public information related to death penalty
cases public and encourage more specialist research into the matter.

Keywords

Taiwan Alliance to End the Death Penalty (TAEDP), death penalty
sentencing, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), a
murder case, educational possibility, measurement of penalty, analysis, cross-
examination, unanimous decision, full defense, rule of reason, rule of thumb
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