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Protecting Housing Rights: A
Comparative Study of Public
Housing Policies in Taipei,
Hong Kong and Osaka

June Liu

Ph. D. Student, Department of Political Science,
Soochow University, Taipei

This research note presents in outline a comparative study of public housing
policies as an instrument for protecting housing rights in Taipei, Hong Kong
and Osaka. It is argued that, in part, the culture and history of these three
Asian cities play a part in explaining the public housing policies, but more
attention should be paid to the role of civil society organizations and social
movements. In recent years, the Snails Without Shells Movement in Taipei,
Anti-Housing Slave Youth Movement in Hong Kong and the Burakumin
Liberation Movement in Osaka have all put great pressure on their respective
city governments. This study looks at their impact on, and interaction with,
the bureaucracies in detail.

Keywords
housing rights, housing justice, public housing, Asia
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