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Challenges after World War 11 (1945-1949)
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Abstract

This article is the second part of the series project on exploring the
transformation of citizenship education in Taiwan. The main concern of this
project is how national identity can be shaped and reshaped in a changing
society amid the tensions of nationalism, localization and globalization.
Focusing on the education system, school curriculum, teaching and learning
activities, this article follows the same framework as that of the first article
which discussed the mechanism of education for colonized citizens during the
Japanese occupation.

After World War II, there were too many policy changes, reforms and
reversals, occurring within the first four years (1945-1949). Nothing was more
important than diminishing the influence of Japanese colonization on Taiwan.
The utmost goal of education was to cultivate future citizens with traditional
cultural values as Chinese citizens through a sinicized education system
and school curriculum. There were mandatory subjects such as Chinese,
History, Geography, the Three Principles of Sun Yat-sun, and Civics with
the indoctrination by patriotism and ethno-Chinese nationalism. In short,
schools were pivotal in maintaining the party-state in Taiwan after World War
II. Civic education served the ideological needs of the regime, preserved the
power of the establishment, and supported Chinese cultural traditions and
patriotism.

Keywords
civic education, national identity, sinicization of education






