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13 UN Doc. A/2929 (1955), Annotations on the text of the draft International Covenants on Human Rights (prepared
by the Secretary-General), Chapter IV, paras. 3—4.
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Seymour & Patrick Yuk-tung Wong
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Abstract

James D. Seymour and Patrick Yuk-tung Wong published an article “China
and the International Human Rights Covenants” in 2015, discussing the
problems of the Chinese texts of the two United Nations Covenants on Human
Rights. The article challenges the Chinese versions that are different from
the authentic Chinese texts but have been prevailing in the United Nations
and the People’s Republic of China, and implies that the government of the
People’s Republic of China should be accountable for these versions coming
into being. However, a number of circumstances would lead one to doubt if
this speculation is reliable. All indications are that the United Nations is most
likely their producer. The People’s Republic of China has only blindly trusted
United Nations human rights publications that have always used these Chinese
versions, without having been aware that what it has relied on are nothing but
fakes. The appearance of these Chinese versions may well be attributed to the
insufficient capability and negligent attitudes of some United Nations staff
members in early 1970s, and the People’s Republic of China had nothing to do
with it. How these Chinese versions came into being is indeed a mystery that
requires inquiry. However, any exploration of possible answers must be done
on an objective and impartial basis and in a logical and responsible way.

Keywords
China, human rights, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights






