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On Three Disputes Concerning
Workers’ Rights:
2017 Campaign of the Taiwan
Railway Union

Nong-yu Shiao

Secretary General, Taiwan Railway Union

Abstract

During the 2017 Lunar New Year vacation, the Taiwan Railway Union initiated
a “take a vacation legally” campaign to protest against the unreasonable working
hours set by the Taiwan Railways Administration. However, many protestors were
punished by the Administration. Based on this case, this essay explains the difficult
situation the laborers faced by discussing the issues regarding their rights to agree

and to express their opinion as well as their forced obedience to wrongful policies.

Keywords

Labor Standards Act, Taiwan Railway Union, “take a vacation legally” campaign,
labor-management conference
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