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Still on a Bumpy Road: The Right to
Strike in Taiwan

Po-Chien Chen

Researcher, Taoyuan Airline Pilots’ Union

Abstract

Although the right to strike has already been admitted as a fundamental
human right worldwide, strike action has been highly restricted in Taiwan
owing to a ban on strikes after 37 years Martial Law period from 1949 to
1987. As a result, the frequency of strike action in Taiwan is almost one of
the lowest in the world. In 2019, because the pilots of China Airlines and
the flight attendants of Eva Air launched strike action in February and June,
corporations and capitalists angrily sought to limit the right to strike further.
This article compares the background and cause of these two strikes in 2019.
The author also proposes three possible ways to promote and protect the right
to strike in Taiwan.

Keywords

strike, workers’ union, right to dispute, fundamental human rights
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