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The Dilemma of a Child without the
Right to Nationality in Taiwan

Joe Yu-cho Chang

Supervisor, Catholic Church Hsinchu Diocese, Viethamese Migrant Workers and
Brides Office

Abstract

The article is related to a special case of the author's experience as supervisor.
The child has no residence in Taiwan, because he is an illegitimate child, his
mother had no nationality of Taiwan when he was born, and they do not know
who the father is. It is difficult for the child to have the right to residence
in Taiwan before he secures the nationality of Vietnam. It is the common
interpretation of nationality law in Taiwan and Vietnam. But the Vietnamese
government is still refusing the child's application, and the child throughout
his illegal stay can't enjoy of the social welfare benefits including health
care and education. The author attempts to recreate the event, and discuss
the regulations which impact the lives of the mother and the child. Then the
readers will understand their choice and predicaments. In the text, CEDAW
will be contrasted with the Taiwanese regulations.

Keywords

Vietnamese, female foreign spouses, nationality, illegitimate child, CEDAW
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