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Laber, Marriage and Newcomers to
Taiwan: They or We?

Wen-wei Chen
Member of Editorial Board, Taiwan Human Rights Journal

Abstract

This book review essay analyzes three important works in Chinese language
about the newcomers to Taiwan—the migrant workers and the marriage
immigrants (mostly from Southeast Asia and Mainland China) regarding
their social status and situation in Taiwan. Based on field research, the three
authors emphasize the unfavorable and unequal treatment that the immigrants
encountered in Taiwan by telling their stories. Koo, the social activist reminds
the readers that Taiwan was for a long time in its history an immigrant society
itself while Lan, the sociologist finds gender and nation-state structures are
reconsolidated in the domestic area under globalization process. Finally, Shia,
the sociologist points to the lack of awareness of multiculturalism and bias
which could deprive the marriage immigrants of their autonomy. All three
authors reach to the same conclusion that it is urgent to upgrade Taiwan’s
immigrant policy and law to meet the changes of the society.

By analyzing the three books, some questions regarding the study of the
newcomers are raised: what effect does the migration impact on the traditional
boundary of nation-states? Will migration consolidate or fragment the idea of
democracy? In addition, this reviewer emphasizes two points inspired by the
three books: the linkage of personal experience with general knowledge and
taking human rights seriously in practice.

Keywords

marriage immigrants, migrant workers, globalization, migration law and
policy, gender and nation-state.
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