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Abstract

This research note is primarily concerned with how Chinese or ethnic
Chinese intellectuals approached and dealt with universal human rights.
Broadly speaking, Chinese governments through the past century, or more
precisely, the past three or four decades under the Communist rule, were
hostile while some intellectuals were committed to universal human rights
and democratic government. At the same time, quite a few ethnic Chinese
intellectuals living in Taiwan, Hong Kong, United States and Europe tend
to aim at a reconciliation of traditional Chinese values and universal human
rights standards. For the future, this writer proposes that to be successful in
achieving an unforced human rights consensus, Chinese intellectuals must
give up relying only on Confucianism in a cultural dialogue with the West and
return to the rich and many faceted traditional values, including Buddhism,
Daoism, and Modism in a conversation with other cultures and civilizations.
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