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Reflections on my 2013 visit to
Canadian Human Rights Institutions

Ming-Li Kuo
Judge, Taipei High Administrative Court

Abstract

Based on the review of a visit to Canadian Human Rights Institutes in
2013, this article offers recommendations to Taiwan for the development
of the national human rights system. Based on the Human Rights Act, both
the Canadian Human Rights Commission and the Canadian Human Rights
Tribunal are competent to handle anti-discrimination cases, and to solve
disputes, mainly by promoting settlements. The parties can still appeal to the
federal court for judicial review. The Canadian Human Rights Commission
has been accredited as fully compliant with the Paris Principles. Its function
is to promote, protect and fulfill human rights within Canada, while being
actively involved in various international human rights mechanisms. The
federal human rights system exists in provinces. NGOs and legal aid centers
are helpful in monitoring the government and assisting the people. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Department of Justice, together with other
ministries of the federal government are responsible for the fulfillment of
treaty obligations and the submission of national reports. The Control Yuan
of Taiwan has drafted in the Control Act a chapter regarding the competence
of Taiwan’s National Human Rights Commission, which is under review by
the Legislative Yuan. If it is necessary to draft an anti-discrimination law for
the National Human Rights Commission, the Canadian human rights system
could be an option. The National Human Rights Commission can work with
a future human rights tribunal to promote settlements, allowing people to
appeal to courts for judicial control, and solving all forms of discriminatory
disputes.
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