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Life under the White Terror: The
Curators’ View of the Exhibition:

“Return to Judgment Day: Chen
Wu-Jhen’s Artworks”

Chia-Li Chen

Professor, Graduate Institute of Museum Studies,
Taipei National University of the Arts, Taiwan

Chieh-Hsiang Wu

Professor, Department of Arts,
National Changhua University of Education, Taiwan.

Abstract

Since the establishment in 2018 of the Committee for Transitional Justice
in Taiwan, the role of the Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall has been fiercely
debated. Some have proposed the memorial hall should be transformed
into a human rights museum. Others claim that it should retain its present
status since it is undeniable that Chiang Kai-shek has had a great influence
on, and made a contribution to, Taiwan. In these circumstances, we were
commissioned to curate an art exhibition to reflect on Taiwan’s White Terror
period and facilitate dialogue within society. How can an art exhibition
represent the difficult history in connection with transitional justice and
human rights issues in a memorial hall that worships Chiang Kai-shek, a
dictator who started the White Terror in Taiwan? How can an exhibition
provide a forum where different ideas can be communicated and discussed?

This paper presents the curatorial practice of a retrospective exhibition
on Chen Wu-Jhen, who was sentenced to two years in prison during the 1970s
for his criticism of the nationalist government. Chen’s artworks portray his
personal experience as well as the traumatic and difficult history of Taiwan.
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A series of Chen’s artworks became the main theme representing how Chiang
Kai-shek violated human rights by changing verdicts made by judges, and
thus sentencing many political prisoners to death. To attract visitors who are
either interested in art or human rights issues, the curatorial team designed
two routes: an art route and a history route, each with inspiring questions to
lead visitors to observe the artworks, sympathize with the victims mentioned
in the paintings and reflect upon the different roles of perpetrators, victims
and bystanders. Visitors were also invited to rewrite verdicts according to the
principles of transitional justice and express their own ideas on the visitors’
comment wall, hoping to guide and inspire the audience to consider what
should be done to restore justice. By the simple act of leaving their thoughts
and reading others’ remarks on the comment wall, they constructed and
presented a diversified society. Such a presentation is the best proof of Taiwan
as a democratized country, which we are proud to be part of.

Keywords

transitional justice, human rights education, White Terror in Taiwan, visitors’
comments, culture of memorization, Chiang Kai-shek
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