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Abstract

Due to factors such as the age, vulnerability, dependence and low level
of maturity of the child, the realization of children’s rights in early childhood
leads to much complexity and limitation in the matter of implementation
and protection. This article looks at understanding if childcare providers
have sufficient competence in children’s rights such that they can implement
rights for pre-school children when they are the focus of professional care.
The study analyses responses of 454 childcare providers to questionnaires
designed by the researchers and completed at the conclusion of a training
course on the UNCRC. The aim was to see if the childcare providers were
familiar with the concepts of child rights and how the various articles of the
Convention could be implemented as well as what challenges they might face.

The study found that most participants were familiar with the terminology
of children’s rights and the UNCRC, and that training in children’s rights not
only helped participants to deepen their understanding of the provisions of the
Convention, but also helped them understand the child as the subject of rights
and hence what conduct to adopt in the course of their work.
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At the same time, the study found that owing to a lack of contact,
unfamiliarity or lack of professional competence in caring for children from
ethnic minorities, for indigenous children and for children with disabilities,
at the individual level childcare personnel preferred not to choose such
children, which brings about an invisible limitation of service at the structural
level. The participants also pointed out that the role of the government and
a limit of resources restricts comprehensive childcare. Therefore, this study
recommends that parents and childcare providers should be perceived as
playing a key role in the protection and promotion of young children’s rights.

Keywords

Early childhood, children’s rights, childcare providers, United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
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