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Refusal to Granting Residency:
Exiled Tibetans Holding Indian
Identity Certificates and Taiwan’s
Border Control Policy

Mei-Lin Pan
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National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

This article discusses one specific group of refugees: exiled Tibetans
living in India. In 1959 the Chinese Communist regime occupied Tibet and
the Dalai Lama went into exile in India, along with over 100,000 Tibetans
who sought asylum in India, Nepal and other countries. The refugee status of
the first generation has been granted to subsequent generations. The Indian
government provides them with identification and travel documents. Using
this Identity Certificate they can re-enter India after exiting the country. The
Certificate is recognized by many countries as a valid travel document.

However, the ROC government in Taiwan considers Tibetans in exile
holding Indian travel documents to be “people from specific countries with
a high risk of staying in the country” and hence a national security concern.
Exiled Tibetans wishing to enter Taiwan have often been refused visas.
Moreover, even when granted—whether for religious reasons, study or
marriage—the stay is limited to a maximum of six months. No extension is
permitted, nor is it possible to obtain a residence visa. All entry documents
are stamped “no change of residence permitted”.

This article analyzes the root causes of this situation and the human
rights issues involved. It examines the changes in Taiwan-Tibet relations and
the multiple identities of Tibetan refugees and suggests the possibility of
developing a new Southbound human rights strategy to grant greater freedom
to Tibetans in exile who wish to come to Taiwan.
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