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Problems of Survival for Tibetan
Exiles in Taiwan

Hui-Chuan Lu
Editor in chief, The Sky Above Tibet

Abstract

From visas for exiled Tibetan monks to survival in Taiwan, what exiled
Tibetan are facing is an unfriendly Taiwanese policy which has caused
difficulties in teaching dharma and led to survival difficulties for Tibetans
exiled in Taiwan. There is a group of Tibetans in Taiwan who cannot obtain
Taiwan identity cards or residence permits, and live exiled in Taiwan as
refugees. Most exiled Tibetans in Taiwan started their life in Taiwan without
a residence permit or the right to work. They tend to seek work, illegally, at
street stalls or on construction sites. Because they cannot obtain legal status
in Taiwan, they lack identity cards or residence permits, have no health
insurance and cannot find work legally. They have to pay for their own
medical expenses when they are seriously ill. Adhering to the Dalai Lama’s
teaching on the unity of human beings, and in the spirit of the common good,
a strategy of introducing Tibetan exiles as migrant workers in Taiwan has
been launched. Hopefully it will serve the common good of both Taiwan and
Tibet.

Keywords

Exiled Tibetans, residence visas, Tibetan monks in exile, migrant workers
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