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A Midsummer Fair for Wang Xin-fu
and Chiou Ho-shun

Li-Han Luo
Outreach Coordinator, Taiwan Alliance to End the Death Penalty

Abstract

In 2011, there were 16 cases that resulted in a death sentence in Taiwan.
Wang Xin-fu and Chiou Ho-shun were among those whose death sentences
were confirmed that summer. Their Chinese names mean Happiness and
Peace respectively. But the fate that befell them did not live up to their names.

The sentences meted out to them were full of lerrors and flaws, a
product of a justice system shrouded in authoritarianism. The judgments
were arbitrary and so full of clichés that they were mostly copied from old
judgments. Despite the gradual progress towards democracy and freedom, as
the years passed by, neither Wang nor Chiou could escape the confines of a
4.52 square meter cell, nor could they get the fair trial they deserved.

Twelve years ago, they missed out on trials that should have declared
them innocent, and they lost a summer that should have been happy and
carefree. “The Summer of Xin-fu and Ho-shun” held in 2023 aimed to
raise awareness about their cases through exhibitions, music, and a human
rights fair, along with short talks advocating exoneration from wrongful
convictions. All the efforts were made to enable them to regain their freedom
and find happiness and peace once again.

Keywords

miscarriage of justice, Chiou Ho-shun Case, Wang Xin-fu Case






