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Abstract

In March 2009, Taiwan ratified the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights. In December, President Ma Ying-Jeou announced an
implementation act which gives these covenants the force of domestic law
in the Republic of China (ROC). It means that domestic laws will now have
to come into compliance with the two covenants. The ROC government will
amend all laws, regulations, directions and administrative measures to ensure
they are aligned to the Covenants within two years. This is a milestone in
the development of human rights in Taiwan, and brings the nation more into
line with the international community. However, do international human
rights treaties make a difference in state’s behavior? By studying the training
of trainers program initiated by the Ministry of Justice, which was given
the responsibility for leading and coordinating the implementation of the
covenants, this paper is an attempt to make an overview of what we have
achieved so far, and to suggest to which directions we need to move ahead in
the near future.
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