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Justice in the classroom

Hsiu-Chin Wang
Retired Director of Taipei City

Abstract

This article describes a 22-year journey of human rights education in an
elementary school. In 1998, I participated in the “Train the Trainer: Human
Rights Workshop” organized by the University of Taipei (formerly known as
Taipei Municipal University of Education) and have incorporated ever since
the core concepts of “freedom, justice and environment” into my teaching
through an interdisciplinary curriculum design. This is an attempt to help
elementary students understand the concept of justice in the classroom, make
smart choices, and learn to be responsible for their actions. At the individual
level, students learn to be caring, communicative, persistent, reflective,
adventurous and diligent in thinking. They are able to gather information
from various sources to understand the difference and balance between
things, people, and individuals. Students have demonstrated wisdom and
character in their actions and attitudes, and at the same time taken an interest
in the wider community and become individuals who are motivated to act and
to contribute to their campus and society. This article covers how prejudice
and discrimination can be addressed, with examples of ‘The crying straight
A student’, ‘“The smiling boy in red’, ‘The 4th grader who went berserk’ and a
consensus conference to call for ‘suspension of classes’, through which I share
my experiences of teaching with ‘justice’ in the classroom.

Keywords

procedural justice, correctional justice, distributive justice, freedom, consensus
conference
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